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Vancouver Asian
Heritage Month Society

VAHMS was founded in 1996, celebrating Asian
Heritage Month, and the members are mostly from
Asian backgrounds, and to promote the rich and
diverse cultural heritage of Asian communities
through art displays, music, and performances.
Talented artists from Chinese, Korean, Filipino,
Iranian and Indian communities will share their
vibrant traditions and artistic expressions.

VAHMS Event
Planning Committee
Chief Event Planner: June Chen McIntyre
Event Planner: Behnaz Fazli-fard
Stage Director: Isabel Shen
Event Team: Nessim Tariq, Sania Mohar, 
Nancy Wang, Josh Kapoor, Denny Wang, 
Tao Xu, Alvin Chen, Meer Anwar, Yohi He, Alireza
Fadaie, Wendy Wang, Justin Pham, 
Tarig Ghuman, Shirley Huang,
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Anita Shahriary is a classically trained
mezzo-soprano, pianist, lyricist, and
composer known for blending classical
technique with diverse musical styles.
She has been singing for over 10 years
and has performed extensively across
British Columbia at festivals, concerts,
and community events, recently
presenting her first concert, Songs in
Bloom. In 2026 Anita received two 1st
place medallions at the Vancouver
Kiwanis Music Festival in Senior Classical
Voice and Classical Voice Excellence. 
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Maggie Guo is a Chinese folk vocalist
specializing in traditional Chinese
folk music. She won First Prize in the
Beijing Division and a Silver Award in
the National Finals of the National
City Singer Competition. Maggie has
also performed on CCTV and
numerous provincial television
programs across China.

Performance Highlights

Pooneh Alizadeh (Mehrbanoo) is the
award-winning artistic director of the
Academy of Middle Eastern Dance,
AMED Dance Academy. 
*Awarded as a BC Culture Ambassador
in 2016.
*The Top 25 Canadian Immigrant
Awards of 2018.
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11. 6:20 PM –Break time

12. 6:35 PM – Line Dance 
Performed by Global Multicultural Affairs Society

14 .6:45 PM – Fun Game “Forse Si Forse no Bachata” 

15. 6:55PM – Chinese Dizi and Erhu “Jasmine Flower” 
Performed by Yinong Yao Mingru Yuan

16. 7:05 PM – Traditional Thai Dance "Rabam Uthong”
 Performed by Thai Cultural Association of BC

17. 7:10 PM – Persian Traditional Singing
Performed by Anita Shahriary

18. 7:20 PM – Traditional Chinese Dance: Little Fairy
Performed by Bright Sunset Chinese Dance

19. 7:25  PM – Lucky Draw
Sponsored by JCJL Enterprises Inc.

20. 7:35 PM – Philippine Traditional Instruments:
“Paghlong & Sarunay”
Performed by Mayo Landicho

21. 7:45 PM – Persian Traditional Dance
Performed by AMED Dance Academy

22. 7:55 PM – Chinese Singing
Performed by Meggie Guo

23. 8:00 PM – Closing Remarks
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Event Schedule
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MC
Margaret Gallagher

3:30 PM – Registration
4:00 PM – Networking

1.     5:00 PM – Opening Dance: Spring Hill
 Performed by Bright Sunset Chinese Dance

2.     5:05 PM – Land Acknowledgement
 By Stephen Armstrong, Kwikwetlem First Nation

3.     5:10 PM – President’s Greeting
 By June Chen McIntyre

4.     5:15 PM – VIP Guest Remarks

5.     5:25 PM – Introduction of Partners & Sponsors

6.     5:35 PM – Japanese Drum Dance “Eisa”
 Performed by Vancouver Okinawa Taiko

7.     5:45 PM – Persian Traditional Dance
 Performed by AMED Dance Academy 

8.     5:50 PM – Peking Opera Medley
Performed by Vancouver Jingyun Opera Association

9.     6:00 PM – Korean Traditional Dance
Performed by Julie Kim Dance Academy

10. 6:10 PM – Fashion Show
 Performed by International Fashion Gala
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Sponsors

Greybrook

PRO-MOTION GLOBAL

ReDiant Media

Media support

Community Partners

Vancouver Jingyun
Opera Association 

Media Partners

Exclusive Media：
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Apri l  22nd, 2026
 
 

Greetings for the Opening Ceremony of the Asian
Heritage Month Festival

 
 
I  am pleased to extend my heartfelt  congratulations to the
Vancouver Asian Heritage Month Society on the occasion of your
30th Annual Celebration of Asian Heritage Month.
 
For more than three decades,  VAHMS has played a vital  role in
celebrating and promoting Asian Canadian arts and cultural
diversity through year �round programming and strong community
partnerships.  Your signature init iative,  explorASIAN, continues to
be a cornerstone of Asian Heritage Month celebrations across
Metro Vancouver.
 
Congratulations on reaching this important milestone,  and I  wish
you a successful  and inspir ing celebration.

Sincerely,

 
Jennifer Blatherwick
MLA for Coquit lam-Mail lardvi l le
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